
Sample Q&A for Ariele Sieling 
For more information visit www.arielesieling.com or email ariele@arielesieling.com.  

Sample question: Tell me about your book. How did you come up with that (story, angle, idea)? 

Sample answer: My most recent book is called Tentacles and Teeth. It’s a post-apocalyptic sci-fi filled with 

monsters. I’ve always been intrigued by apocalyptic stories—specifically the idea of an empty world mixed with 

the desperate need for survival. I had always wanted to write one, but I felt that a lot of post-apocalyptic stories 

had already been told—zombies, flood, nuclear war, environmental collapse, aliens. I wanted to write something 

a little different. Enter, monsters. 

Sample question: How did you become interested in writing science fiction? 

Sample answer: I’ve always been interested in sci-fi to a certain extent. I wrote my first sci-fi story in third grade, 

called “Three Inches Tall.” Throughout my childhood and adolescence I explored a lot of genres. I particularly 

loved mystery, historical fiction, and fantasy. When I started writing seriously, I began with fantasy, but found it 

just didn’t fit in my brain right. So I tried sci-fi and haven’t turned back. 

Sample question: Tell me about your series. 

Sample answer: The Land of Szornyek series revolves around Askari, born about 40 years post apocalypse, now 

living in a world filled with monsters. She was raised to be a warrior by the Baratok community, but as a young 

adult, is headstrong and independent with a tendency to break rules. The series is structured to reveal a new 

monster each chapter. 

Sample question: What's a typical working day like for you?  

Sample answer: I am a full time writer. I split my time 50/50 between freelance writing (mostly web copy, copy 

editing, and independent publishing consulting) and writing and marketing my own work. On an average day, I 

get up, work out or go for a walk, and then sit down and do three or four hours for my clients. Then I have lunch, 

and switch over to my own stuff and spend another three or four hours writing or marketing. 

Other Questions 

▪ What is your first memory of writing for fun?  

▪ What is your favorite word?  

▪ Where did your love of books and storytelling come from?  

▪ Do you draw inspiration for your stories from real life? 

▪ What does your process for coming with an idea for a book and then writing it look like? 

▪ Who are your favorite authors? 

▪ What kind of research do you do when writing?  

▪ Do you do your own illustrations? 

▪ How do you come up with ideas for monsters? 

▪ If you could go anywhere in time and space, where would you go? 
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